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ſtreugthened and Encouraged by our Divifions at Home. 


eel me, All the Ground you had for thefe Apprehenſions, was, That the 
* either at this Time? and Whether or not another Seſſion! of this Parlia- 


5 the People to give their Opinion and A ſſiſtance in Publick Affairs; ; and 
Miniſtry is the Privy-Countil'ot the Sovergignalfumed 417 er eilte m_ 
Her in — own are Lak affairs: OH | 
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; * 5 in a LET T ER from a ks wich Wicker or the Church by 


CHRIST © in OT” by Law e 
EEO, 7 ogg 
A Minſter fs the Goſpel at Edinburgh: 


eee Pin. * „ Eb 
"F OU may perhaps take it eitel that 1 have ſo has FRO 60d 
giving you an Anſwer to your laſt; I was ſo ſurprized With the 
warm Alarm you gave me, that ever ſince ( as one awaked-ou 
of. 4 Dream) I have- been endeavouring to compoſe my ſelf, and to fi 
out the Grounds of this Outcry. Weg | 
Ia the Beginning of your Letter 'you cell me, That ſome Peo WY 
reat Freedom, our. Eſtabliſhment in Church and State is in Danger; the 
retender is to be brought over upon us; and our Enemies Abroad ace 
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At firſt I was ſo ſurprized with this diſmal Story, that 1 capiting every 
other Line of your Letter was to inform me ot the Queen's Death, ſome 10. 
tal Rout of our Armies, or ſome Formidable Deſcent upon our Coaſts, | 

But I was no lefs ſurprized, when, toward the Cloſe of your Letter, you 


Queen intended to diffolve the Parliament, and to make ſome Alteration ig 
the Miniſtry: Touching all Which, you defire my Thoughts. 
Ihe Opinion I have of your good Senſe. put mea little to à Stand, Whe« 
ther or not it was the Sovereign's Prerogative to. diſſolve a Parliament or. 
alter a Miniftry ? But certainly, Sir, She can do both; and therefore I fup+ 
poſe the Queſtion will be, Whether or not, in Point of Ex pediency, (he maʒ 


ment ( which is all it can have by Law) and this Set of Miniſtry is the on 


ly Safeguard we have for 7's pag. our Eſtabliſhment and Liberties, and 
for oppoſing the Pretender? i Lan! 


As to this, Sir, I ſhall give you my trumble Opinioni in a a very few Words, 5 


and firſt in general. 1455 
A Parliament (as Ithink ) i is the Grand Council of the: Ration, ſent by 
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py the Tian Act; and if the Wiſdom 3nd Goodnef$ f the of the Fiſt 
ſhall think fit ſometimes to gratily us with the other, we have more Rea- 
fon of Thanks thah of Grumbling. 

As the Wiſdom of the Nation — by that Triennial Act confined the Du- 
ration of a Parliament to Three Years at moſt; fo the Practice of our late 
Glorious Deliverer, upon the Death of the laſt King of Spaln, has eſta blith'd 

a Precedent for diſſolving Parliaments within that Time. 

That was a Dutiful Parliament as well as this, and had ſhown as great 

Regard to our Sovereign and Eſtabliſhment as this or any other Parliament 
can do; but with this Variation of Circumſtances, That at that Tim&the 

oper Seaſon of Down- ſiiting of Parliaments was poſtponed tull 3 Mefths 
by that Diſſolution ; whereas it will not be poſtponed ac all, if this Darlits 
4 ment is now diſſolved. 

t that Time we had no Army in Being, neither could we raiſe Any 
ien a Parliament; we have now a Powerful Army in the Field, well 
Diſciplin'd and Viftorious.  - 
At that Time the French were expelling all our Allies Garriſons out of he 
Fromier-Towns, and were Garriſoning them with their own Troops; at 
preſem we are Maſters of all ihele Frontiers, and are driving our "Cog veſts 
into their Territories. | 
At that Time the Duke of Anjou was preparing his thorns to march 
into Spam, and beſore our Parliament met he had actually entered in the 
peaceable Poſſeſſion bf that Kingdom, which has face been. the Ground of 
all this expentive War; at preſent the Armies we deſign ſhall drive him 
thence are 0h Foot, and a new Parliamem may come time enough to oy 

| dn the next Year's Funds. 
At that Time our Church- Eabliſhmenc was 0 ſecured by an AQ. of 

Bhs: Whereas now. By the Fundamental Settlement of the Union, it 

is bez bnd tlle Reach of all its Enemies; as you might have heard it very 

ſtrendoaſly argued 1 in the Union Parliament, by one who pretends to be a 
bery Zealods Phrriot of our Church, to whoſe Autborny I appeal: Tou 
will find him at Edinburgb now in Time of Seſſion. 
la Word, the diſmalProſpeR of theſe: Times ſeem'd to call bor he im. 
mediate Meeting of that Faint even ſuppoſe it had been as backward 
avir whs dutitül; and yet our Glorious Deliverer, was ſo defirous to know | 
we more iminiediate Senf. of the Nation (as his ow Proclamation exprets'd 

) that cke W ament Was diſſolved amidſt all theſe Difficulties. 

l leave you and all the World to judge, Sir, whether the Citcumſtances 

| bf chat Jusurggr of this,could beſt admit of a New Parliamem; and yer 
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1 do not remember to ha ve heard any Subject at that Time fo Undutiſal 
as to ſay, That Diſſolution would endanget our Conſtitution, or bring over 
been us. 2 fo tg SE) 105 304 
There is one Obſerve, Sit, which I canhot paſs over, and which I eat- 
neſtly recommend to your Conſideration, [That theſe very People who 
now murmut againſt the intended Diſſolution of Parliament, . are the 
ſame who behind the Curtain adviſed the Diſſolution I now ſpeak of. 
This, Sir, is my humble Opinion in general, with regard to the Queen's 
Prerogative or Prudence in Diſſolving Parliaments, or altering Miniſters : 
Aud it ſeems a moſt Undutiful (if not Mutinous) Conſtruction upon the 
Queen's Actions to ſay, That the free Exerciſe of Her unqueſtion'd Prera- 
gative, will endanger the Conſtitution; and that the Queen's Prudence, 
in ſecuring the Peace of Her Government at Home, againſt the overgrown 
3 of a Faction, will encourage a Foreign Enemy, or invite a Preten- 
er. wy | e 
But, perhaps, you will expect I ſhould ſay ſomething in particular, as 
to the Temper of this current Parliament and preſent Miniſtry, who have 
(as you ſay) a great Intereſt in this Parliament, are moſt dexterous Mana- 
gers of the Revenue, the only Patriots of our Liberties, and the only Sup» 
ports of the Revolution Settlement. 3 9 2:53 
Sir, It has always been my Maxim, That SubjeAs in their private Capaci- 
ties ſhould Reverence and Tru(t whatever Perſons the Sovereign ſhall think 
fit to imploy. LEG 5 1007 FRA 
But ſince you have named to me a particular Set of Men in Worth. Britain, 
who at this Time make the Outcry in behalf of the preſent Miniſtry; I ſhall 
recommend to you ſome Queſtions to be asked of theſe Gentlemen. 
Whether br not, an eminent Lawier, who is likewiſe a Man of Quality, 
and at preſent ſets up high for ſupporting the angry Party, did in the Con- 
vention ſtrenuouſly oppoſe the Revolution, and was afterwards one of the 
moſt fore ward Managers of that Clubb which ſet up to defeat the preſent 
Settlement, and continued fo, until he was taken off by the Favours ot the 
Government? ' 5 53 a BR dion Ws 
What is the Opinion of theſe Gentlemen, touching ſome Addreſſes 
which were carrying on ia laſt Seſſion of Partiament by ſome of the preſent 
.Mimiftry and the Hug liſſh Jundto, for removing ſome of Her Majeſty's molt 
Faithful Domeſticks; tor no other Reaſon, but becauſe they had recom- 
| mended a very deſerving Gentleman to a Regiment, which ſome of the 
1 Miniſtry had deſigned for another? „ 
Whether or not, they think that this Addreſs, with ſome other Matters 
of that kind, was the higheſt Indignity that could be put upon a Sovereign, 
and a plain Inſult upon Her Prerogative? 3 V 
What are their Sentiments of the Principles and Morals of that Engliſb 
Jaucto? And what fort of Patriots they will be for the Church of Scotland, 
or any other Chriſtian Church whatſoever? © 
Whether t not, they themſelves, in Conjunction with the Enpliſh Jun. 
io, not long ago, have exclaimed againſt ſome eminent Men in the pre- 
_ ſent Miniſtry, as protracting the War for their own private Ends ? Ki 
Whether or not, they themſelves do believe, that the Engliſh Juncto have 
on ſeveral Occaſions made pretended Appearances for the Liberties of the 
Nation, in Oppoſition to the preſent Miniſtry ; and have let fall their Op- 
poſition when the preſent Miniſtry had gratifyed them with Places an 
, Penfions? . 85 . Whethes 


. 


Whether or not, they themſelves have exclaimed againſt the Expliſh 
Juncto and preſent Miniftry for ſmothering the Inquiry into the Cauſes of 
the Misſortune at Almanza, and ſeveral Imbazlements of the Revenue? 
Whether or not, they themſelves have exclaimed againſt the Engliſh 
Juncto and preſent Miniſtry, as Enemies to our Liberties, on many Occa- 
ſions, particularly in throwing out that Amendment to the laſt Treaſon- 
Bill; by which Perſons indited were to have a Liſt of the Witneſſes given 
them, with a Copy of the Indict ment ſome Days beſote their Trial? 
In my humble Opinion, Sir, this is ſufficient to ſtop the Mouths of 
ſome Gentlemen amongſt our ſelves, who ha ve fo often exclaimed againſt 
the Engliſh Juncto and preſent Miniſtry, and now give the Alarm, that all is 
loſt, if this Parliament is diſſolved, and this Juncto and. Miniſtry is altered. 
I think, Sir, I need not explain this Way of doing Buſineſs, I leave you 
to judge who will be the Authors of any Diviſions or Diſorders, if any ſuch 
happen at this time, and what Sincerity can be in theſe Men who make 
this Outcry. : CT 2910 
I cannot avoid thinking, they have made their Party, with that Jan#o 
and Miaſtry ; and, believing the Government and Nation weary of them, 
they deſign by their extravagant Amuſements to throw all Things looſe, 
thereby to force the Sovereign to depend upon a Set of Men, with whom 
they expect to Share the Plunder, i e 91 070] - 
- So that:now, Sir, to be plain with you, I do not ſee any fair State of a 
"Queſtion, with reſpect to the preſent JunQure, but this; WRETHERK THE 
QukkN AND HER PARLIAMENT ARE TO BE GOVERNED BY THESE GENTLE- 
MEN, OR THESE GENTLEMEN AND THEIR FELLOW SUBJECTS ARE TO BK 
GOVERNED BY THE QUEEN AND PARLIAMENT? 
Sir, let me beg of you to reflect, How, on former Occaſions; we have been 
made Tools to. raife Factious Men to Places of Truſt, who have very 
„ . £3:7530-16 bop 
I [You and all your Brethren have very dutifully owned and moſt heartily 
| _ prayed for our gracious Sovereign; give not our Enemies Ground to re- 
proach us, as if we were juggling with God Almighty, and to ſay that a few 
deſigning Men about her were the Object of our Prayers and not her ſelf.” 
I beſe who invite us to complain without a Cauſe, may perhaps find us 
Ground of Complaint, if we hearken to them. And believe me, Sir, the beſt 
Way to engage and enable the Queen to preſerve our Liberty and Property, 
is not to medle with her's. ; mot ü 
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Janes Watſon, on the North-fide of the Croſs in 
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Whether or not, they themſelves have exclaimed againſt the Ex 
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liſh | 
Juncto and preſent Miniſtry for ſmothering the Inquiry into the Cauſes of "LY 


the Misſortune at Almanza, and ſeveral Imbazlements of the Revenue? 
Whether or not, they themſelves have exclaimed againſt the Engliſh 
Juncto and preſent Miniſtry, as Enemies to our Liberties, on many Occa- 
ſions, particularly in throwing out that Amendmeat to the laſt Trea ſon- 
Bill; by which Perſons indited were to have a Liſt of the Witneſſes given 
them, with a Copy of the Indict ment ſome Days beſote their Trial? 
In my humble Opinion, Sir, this is ſufficient to ſtop the Mouths of 
ſome Gentlemen amongſt our ſelves, who ha ve ſo often exclaimed againſt 
the Engliſh Juncto and preſent Miniſtry, and now give the Alarm, that all is 
loſt, it this Parliament is diſſolved, and this 7uncto and Miniſtry is altered: 
I I think, Sir, I need not explain this Way of doing Buſineſs, I leave you 
to judge who will be the Authors of any Diviſions or Diſorders, if any ſuch 
happen at this time, and what Sincerity can be in theſe Men who make 
this Outcry. i 29h 
Icannot avoid thinking, they have made their Party, with that Jancto 
* Minſtry; and, believing the Government and Nation weary of them, 
they deſign by their extravagant Amuſements to throw all Things looſe, 
thereby to force the Sovereign to depend upon a Set of Men, with whom 
they expect to Share the Plunder. T ' 
Jo that now, Sir, to be plain with you, I do not ſee any fair State of a 
Queſtion, with reſpect to the preſent Juncture, but this; WRETHRR THE 
QukEN AND HER PARLIAMENT ARE TO BE GOVERNED BY THESE GENTLKE- 
= MEN, OR THESE GENTLEMEN AND THEIR FELLOW SUBJECTS ARE TO BE 
GOVERNED BY THE QUEEN AND PARLIAMENT ?. LSTILE. e378 ON 
Bir, let me beg of you to reflect, How, on former Occaſions; we have been 
made Tools to raiſe Factious Men to Places of Truſt, who have very 
, . 30:57 16 hos 
_ + Yow and all your Brethren have very dutifully owned and moſt heartily 
 _ -prayed ſor our gracious Sovereign; give not our Enemies Ground to re- 
proach us, as if we were juggling with God Almighty, and to ſay that a few = 
deſigning Men about her were the Object of our Prayers and not her ſelf, 
I beſe who invite us to complain without a Cauſe, may perhaps find us 
Ground of Complaint, if we hearken to them. And believe me, Sir, the beſt 
Way to engage and enable the Queen to preſerve our Liberty and Property, 
is not to medle with her's. | 8 mu" ie 
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by Tunes Watſon, on the North-fide of the Croſs in 
alg' s Cloſs; and Sold at his Shop, next Door to the 
AVIS 125 fo Hh 
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